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JC LITERATURE IN ENGLISH 

Paper 120/01 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

In the 2020 examination, a continued drop in candidates’ performance, compared to the previous 
year(s) was observed. Even though the text knowledge was fair, a large number of candidates had 
challenges in meeting the specific demands of the questions. Rubric infringement and lack of 
argumentative essay writing skills were the other major contributory factors to the poor performance of 
the candidates.  

It was noted that candidates have reverted to the poorest way of presenting their work. For instance, in 
the passage-based questions, candidates either re-narrated the passage or brought in information that 
was outside the passage. A number of candidates answered one part of the question and left the other 
part unanswered, thus rendering the responses incomplete. In traditional essays, even though the text 
knowledge was fair, but candidates either argued for one side or just narrated the story without relating 
it to the demands of the question. On empathic questions, candidates failed to capture the voice, 
moment given and the atmosphere. In poetry, candidates’ performance was disastrous as most 
candidates failed to understand the demands of the questions, as such rendering their responses 
extremely wanting. 

Popular Questions among candidates in this examination were: 

Section A – Question 4  

Section B – Questions 7 and 9 

Section C – Questions 10, 11 and 17 

The least popular Questions among candidates in this examination were: 

Section A – Questions 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 

Section B – Question 8 

Section C – Questions 13, 14, 15 and 16 

SECTION A:  DRAMA 

The performance in this section was extremely wanting as compared to the previous years. The most 
popular text was ‘The Gods are not to Blame’ as compared to ‘The Merchant of Venice’. 

Comments on Specific Questions 

William Shakespear: The Merchant of Venice  

Question 1 

(a) What does the passage reveal about the relationship between Shylock and his daughter? 
Remember to support your answer with details from the passage. 

This was one of the least popular questions among candidates in this section and it was done 
poorly. Candidates either re-narrated the passage without relating it to the question or brought in 
support that was outside the confines of the passage. They were supposed to identify facts from 
the passage that show a one-sided relationship between Shylock and his daughter. Shylock being 
the loving, trusting and caring father while Jessica was an indifferent, deceitful, and disrespectful 
daughter. 

(b) What are your feelings as you read through the passage?  Remember to support your 
answer with details from the passage. 
 

(c) Candidates’ performance was fair in this question. They were able to express their feelings 
towards the different characters in the passage with relevant support. However, some candidates 
only focused on Shylock, thus rendering their responses incomplete. They were supposed to 
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express feelings of sympathy for Shylock for being deceived by his daughter but annoyed at the 
description that he gives of Lancelot’s new master. They were happy for Lancelot that he has a 
new and better master and lastly annoyed at Jessica for her disrespect and disregard of her father. 

Question 2 

How far would you admire Antonio in the story? Support your answer with details from the 
text. 

This was the most unpopular question in this section and it was poorly done. Candidates either narrated 
the plot of the story or brought a one-sided argument instead of both sides, rendering their responses 
extremely wanting.  On one hand, they were supposed to admire Antonio for his loyalty, bravery, love, 
and generosity. On the other hand, they were not supposed to disapprove his arrogance, hypocrisy, 
racism, and naivety. 

Question 3 

You are Portia, after the judgement has been passed on Shylock. Write your thoughts. 

Again, this was one of the least popular question among candidates in this section. However, it was 
fairly done. Candidates were able to reflect thoughts and feelings that are relevant to the given moment. 
For instance, Portia’s excitement for successfully defending her husband’s friend, amazement at 
Shylock’s stubbornness in refusing twice the amount owed to him and relief that Antonio is out of 
danger. She would not be guilty at the punishment given Shylock as he had been given many chances 
to change his mind about the bond. 

Ola Rotimi: The Gods Are Not To Blame 

Question 4 

(a) What does the passage reveal about the relationship between Odewale and his people? 
Remember to support your answer with details from the passage. 

 
This was the most popular question in this section. However, candidates’ performance was very 
disappointing. They did not understand that the question required them to discuss the relationship 
between Odewale and his people.  Instead, they discussed Odewale’s thoughts and feelings 
towards his people. Candidates were supposed to see that the relationship was not stable as 
Odewale seemed to think that some of his people were out to kill him like they did to King Adetusa.  
His relationship with the chiefs was strained as he suspected and accused them of plotting against 
him but did not have proof.  However, the townspeople were loyal to him and sympathetic to his 
plight. 

 
(b) What are your feelings as you read through the passage? Remember to support your 

answer with details from the passage. 
 

In this question, candidates’ performance was very impressive. They were able to express feelings 
of sympathy for Odewale for his fear of being in danger, pity for the chiefs for being accused of a 
grave crime without proof, admiration for Odewale’s determination to find the murderer and love 
for the people’s loyalty to their King. 

Question 5 

How far would you admire Baba Fakunle in the story? Remember to support your answer with 
details from the text. 

Candidates did not fare well in this question.  Even though the text knowledge was fair, but they did not 
do justice to the question demands. They either re-narrated the story of the birth of Odewale and how 
Baba Fakunle foretold his future, or they brought in a one-sided argument. Candidates were expected 
to admire Baba Fakunle for his role as the village seer and messenger to the gods, his loyalty to the 
gods and his truthful prophecies. On the other hand, they were not supposed to admire Baba Fakunle’s 
stubbornness and short temper and for being too loyal to the gods than the people that he lived with. 
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Question 6 

You are Aderopo, just after Odewale has banished you from the land of Kutuje. Write your 
thoughts. 

This question was very poorly done as candidates dismally failed to capture Aderopo’s voice and the 
moment given. Instead, they reflected vengeful thoughts towards Odewale and anger towards Ojoula 
for taking Odewale’s side other than his. Candidates were supposed to reflect Aderopo’s thoughts of 
shock at being accused and banished for something he did not do. Also, sadness and sympathy for 
Ojuola and the people of Kutuje but hope that in time the truth will come out and he would be vindicated. 

SECTION B: POETRY 

Z.L Dlamini and D. Vilakati (Complied): When Fishes Flew and Other Poems 

In this section, candidates’ performance was disastrous as they failed dismally to meet the demands of 
the questions. It was also noted that they lacked knowledge of the poems. In some cases, it was noted 
that candidates did not study these poems prior to the examination. Quite a number of candidates also 
presented their responses in the unconventional way of bullet points instead of writing an essay. 

Question 7 

How has the poet used language to reveal the thoughts and feelings of the speaker towards 
life? 

This was the most popular question in this section. However, candidates ’performance was extremely 
wanting. They either paraphrased the poem or gave a general analysis of the poem without relating the 
details to the question, thus rendering their responses inadequate. Candidates were expected to identify 
the thoughts and feelings of the speaker about life. The speaker was giving moral advice to her children 
that life was peaceful if you made wise choices. Even though sometimes faced with challenges, they 
made you stronger and wiser. On the other hand, if one was not wise, they led a life filled with continued 
challenges. 

Question 8 

How has the poet used language to persuade you to think differently about nature in one of 
the following poems? 

A Sudden Storm: Pius Oleghe 

A hunting Snake: Judith Wright 

This was the unpopular question in this section. Again, candidates did not perform well as they failed 
to interpret the word ‘differently’, which was key to the question. They gave a general analysis of the 
poems which was also inadequate. Some had a negative perspective towards nature. In the poem A 
Sudden Storm, candidates were expected to see the excitement and drama that the storm brings. In 
the poem A hunting Snake, they were supposed to admire the beauty of the snake as well as the beauty 
of nature. 

Question 9 

‘Poetry explores the subject of human relationships.’ How has the poet explored the subject of 
human relationships in one of the following poems? 

Just a Passerby: Oswald Mntshali 

Night of the Scorpion: E. A. Mislkey 

This was another popular question in this section. Candidates’ performance was fair. The poem Just a 
Passerby was the candidates’ favourite. However, some confused it with the poem Just a Word, 
rendering their responses irrelevant. In the poem Just a Passerby, the speaker was condemning the 
spirit of individualism and cruelty among humans while in the poem Night of the Scorpion, the speaker 
marvels on the unity, love and care that humans have for each other.                                                   
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SECTION C: PROSE 

There was a notable continued decline in candidates’ performance in this section as compared to the 
previous years. Candidates did not understand the demands of the questions. The most popular text 
was The Pearl. 

John Steinbeck: The Pearl 

Question 10 

(a) What are your feelings as you read the passage? Remember to support your answer with 
details from the passage. 

 
This was the most popular question among candidates in this section and their performance was 
good. They were able to bring our feelings of sympathy for Kino and his family for being in the 
harsh terrain and sad that Juana was very apprehensive about the danger they were facing. Also, 
love for Kino’s determination to sell the pearl so that they would have a better life. 

 
(b) What does the passage reveal about Kino’s character? Remember to support your 

answer with details from the passage. 
 

Again, responses in this question were very good. Candidates were able to identify Kino’s 
character traits and gave support that was in line with the passage. For example, his love for his 
family, determination to a better life and his abusiveness for having beaten Juana the previous 
night. 

Question 11 

At the end of the story, Kino loses both his son and his pearl. How far would you sympathise 
with him? 

This was another popular question in this section. Candidates’ performance was lacking as they just 
narrated the story of the pearl without stating whether or not they felt sympathy for Kino.  This was also 
a two-pronged question where candidates had to consider the aspect of losing the pearl as well as the 
aspect of losing Coyotito, but they treated it as one thus the answers did not develop much. Also, some 
candidates brought in a one-sided argument, thus rendering their responses inadequate. Candidates 
were supposed to sympathise with Kino for losing his only son when all he wanted was a better life for 
him. He had hope that through his son they would know things that are in the books, so all his dreams 
were shattered. Moreover, his pearl was to bring a good and better life for his family. However, they 
would not sympathise with him because he was told many times that the pearl was evil and he refused 
to listen, even after many attacks. He would have just taken the 1500 pesos offered by the pearl buyers. 

Question 12 

You are Juan Tomas after you bid farewell to Kino who is going to the capital to sell his pearl. 
Write your thoughts. 

This question was not done well as candidates failed to assume Juan Tomas’ voice in the given 
moment. Instead, they reflected thoughts of anger and disappointment in Kino for going to the capital. 
They were expected reflect thoughts of worry, anxiety but hope that Kino might just be successful, 
prayer to God that he keeps him safe from danger as he ventured to the unknown and new territory. 
There was also to be feelings of sympathy for Juana and the baby. 

Kagiso Molope: Mending Season 

Like in the previous years, this was the least popular text among Centres. However, it was noted that 
performance in this text improved in this examination as compared the previous year(s). 
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Question 13 

(a) How does the writer persuade you to feel sympathy for the Masemola family as you read 
the passage? Remember to support your answer with details from the passage. 

 
The few candidates that chose this question did very well. They were able to find reasons to feel 
sympathy for the Masemola family. For instance, they were bulldozed out of Lady Selbourne to 
Bofelong by the white people, the shame, exclusion, and judgement they receive from their 
neighbours. The children also did not have friends and the death of Sam was the final nail in the 
coffin, as ‘it took away Millicent’s lively spirit and left the girls with a mother who wanted nothing 
to do with the world.’ 

 
(b) What does the passage reveal about Millicent Masemola’s character? Remember to 

support your answer with details from the passage. 
 

Again, candidates’ performance was impressive in this question. They were able to identify 
Millicent’s character traits and gave support from the passage. For instance, her free spirit, 
protectiveness, love for her family as well as her rebellious spirit. However, some candidates did 
see her as abusive because she did not allow her children to go outside. 

Question 14 

How far do you think Ascension Convent School has succeeded in being a multi-racial 
school? Support your answer with details from the text. 

This was the most unpopular question among candidates in this section. However, candidates who 
chose it did very well. They were able to bring both sides of the argument. On one side, Ascension was 
successful because they were the first to admit black children into the school, a ‘black girl’ was 
appointed as head girl, and girls from different races were friends. However, the sitting arrangement in 
Tshidi’s class left a lot to be desired, the teachers’ attitude towards the black girls showed racist 
undertones, and the way the school treated the netball court incident showed a biased and unfair 
judgement towards Veronica. 

Question 15 

You are Matshidiso on your way to the new school in town. Write your thoughts. 

This, as well, was another least popular question as very few candidates attempted it. Candidates’ 
performance was good. They were able to reflect Matshidiso’s thoughts and feelings that were relevant 
to the given moment.  For example, she was very excited and proud about going to the new school but 
anxious about her looks and if she was going to fit in. She was also disappointed that she left the 
township too early for her neighbours to see her in new school uniform. 

Velaphi Mamba (ed.): Africa Kills Her Sun 

This was one of the popular texts among Centres and candidates who attempted questions on this 
text did not fare well.  

Question 16 

(a) What does the passage reveal about Mmapula’s thoughts and feelings? Remember to 
support your answer with details from the passage. 

 
Candidates performed very well in this question. They were able to bring out Mmapula’s 
thoughts and feelings as revealed by the passage. For instance, Mmapula was panic stricken, 
terrified, anxious, and angry at the appearance of the lorry. She could not believe that the white 
man was in her village. She thought it came to bring nothing but evil. 
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(b) What does the passage reveal about Lesole’s character?  Remember to support your 
answer with details from the passage. 

 
Again, candidates performed very well in this question. They were able to identify the Lesole’s 
character traits as calm, considerate, kind and a supportive husband.  He was also curious and 
brave that he decided that he would go to the chief’s kraal to find out about the lorry that had 
terrified his wife so much. 

Question 17 

At the end of the story, The Bus Conductor, we learn that Mabhekzo is in hospital. Do you 
sympathise with him? Support your answer with details from the text. 

This was the most popular question in this text and candidates’ performance was fair. Even though the 
text context was fair, candidates brought in one side of the argument. Some candidates even confused 
Hlengiwe for Hleziphi from the story Dirt to Dirt. They were expected to sympathise with Mabhekzo for 
being infected with an incurable disease and the rejection he got from Hlengiwe. On the other hand, 
they were not to sympathise with him because he attempted to rape Hlengiwe, he was rude and a 
Casanova. 

Question 18 

You are the narrator, at the end of the story, Hapenny. Write your thoughts. 

In this question, candidates’ performance was extremely lacking. They did not remember the moment 
or the narrator, thus reflected irrelevant thoughts of blame to Mrs. Maarman who had refused to accept 
Happeny. They were expected to reflect feelings of regret, sadness, and thankfulness to Mrs. Maarman 
for accepting Happeny before he died. He was also determined to handle situations like this one 
differently the next time it happens. 

Recommendations 

 Teachers are once again advised to train candidates on how to choose questions correctly. They 
should adhere to the instructions as failure to do so results in rubric infringement. This 
disadvantages the candidates as observed in this year’s examination. 

 It was also noted that in the passage- based questions, some candidates answer one part of the 
question and leave the other, making their responses incomplete. The requirement is that: they 
must answer both parts (a) and (b).  

 Like the previous year, it was noted that candidates chose two questions from the same section or 
text. The requirement is that: candidates should choose two passage-based questions and one 
essay OR two essay questions and one passage-based, from the different sections of the 
examination paper. 

 In poetry, the focus should be on the language and its effect, not the mere interpretation of poems 
as these interpretations tend to be too general, vague, out of context and misleading. 

 Teachers are also advised to give candidates ample practice in the different types of questions so 
that they can respond accurately to different genres. 
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JC LITERATURE IN ENGLISH 

Paper 120/01 

General comments   

This year the candidature was less than those of 2019. The performance showed declined this year. 
This may be due to the fact that for the better part of the year candidates did not have ample time for 
lessons hence they had no full exposure to the demands of the paper. For this reason, teachers are 
encouraged to expose candidates to this kind of paper as early as possible and give as much practice 
as possible. Candidates need more practice in reading text appreciation, question analysis and essay 
writing skills. 

Structure of the paper 

The paper had two questions. Question 1 was a prose question while question 2 was a poem. 
Candidates were required to respond to either question one or question two in 1 hour 30 minutes. Each 
question carried 20 marks. 

Comments on specific Questions 

Question 1    

What feelings are evoked as you read the passage? 

This question was by far the most popular choice among candidates. The passage is about two boys; 
Denys and Gerard who are being chased by a furious bear. Fortunately, they are able to run and climb 
on small trees that are nearby. When Gerard sees that his friend is in danger, he quickly jumps down 
and attacks the bear and is lucky to kill it after a dramatic ‘brawl’. 

Candidates who performed well were those who were able to name the feelings evoked in them as they 
read the passage. They had to focus on their feelings not the characters’ feelings. The feelings were 
evoked by their in-depth understanding and awareness of moments, situations, descriptions and choice 
of words. Feelings that were expressed by most candidates included fear that the boys are being 
chased by a furious bear which is clearly determined to kill them. The valiant actions of the boys as 
each one bravely attempts to fight off and kill the bear were a source of much admiration for some 
candidates. Other candidates expressed anxiety, suspense and shock as the bear cornered Gerard as 
he sat helplessly watching death crawl towards him. Yet others found it funny that instead of celebrating 
their triumph at being saved at the end of the story, Gerard faints and is saved by falling safely on the 
dying bear. Good candidates were able to capture the general atmosphere of the tension created by 
the determined actions of the bear and the desperate actions of the boys.  

Weak responses were those that had vague or elementary understanding of the passage. Their errors 
in understanding included quoting or sharing personal, family, or hunting experiences which had nothing 
to do with the passage or task. Gross irrelevance was also noted whereby candidates mistook the bear 
for beer. Others thought the boys were fighting or engaged in a game yet they were being attacked by 
a furious bear.   Others gave a negative connotation to some expressions. Gerard’s fainting and rolling 
headlong from the perilous height and landing on the dying bear was largely misinterpreted. Candidates 
assumed that he was the one dead not the bear while others thought he fell to death on the live bear. 
Weird feelings were noted e.g. feeling guilty. Some gave character traits instead of feelings.    

Question two 

Read the poem below and explain what you feel while reading it. 

This was by far the least popular choice for a majority for candidates. This poem portrays the story of a 
child whose mother has gone for the whole day and delayed to return home. The child is worried about 
the whereabouts of her mother as well as the impeding darkness and running out of food and water. 
The persona is also concerned that his or her young siblings are beginning to fall asleep yet the mother 
is nowhere near home.  

Candidates who performed well in this question were able to state feelings that they get while reading 
the poem. Not only did they ‘name’ the feeling, they explained why they feel the way they do after giving 
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an example. Candidates’ feelings were mainly for the speaker who has been left alone by his or her 
mother and is therefore frustrated. It is clear there are challenges faced by the speaker and it is 
apparently the mother who has the solution to these challenges. Other candidates though, highlighted 
the important role and responsibilities mothers play in their homes to ensure a “comfortable” life for their 
families. Of course, candidates came out with other relevant and specific parts of the poem to 
substantiate their feelings. 

Weaker responses were those that displayed a vague or little understanding of the poem. A few focused 
on figures of speech and incorrectly quoted them. For example, they would quote: ‘the sun is sinking 
and darkness coming ‘as a simile. Some candidates totally ignored the effect of the identified figures of 
speech. Candidates also misunderstood and misinterpreted some aspects of the poem and some 
words. For instance, the mother was presumed dead, gone for long or lost. The footpath was also 
mistaken for a person. Gross irrelevance was noted with some candidates who shared their personal 
experiences or issues of mothers neglecting their children typical to their environment. 

Factors Affecting Performance 

 Not writing one whole essay. Such a method of responding limits the flow of ideas hence affecting 
the candidate’s development of the response. This results in ideas that are sketchy and disjointed 
or incomplete and inadequate.  

 Writing quite a number of feelings then lifting directly from the text or merely narrating the passage 
or poem instead of explaining how that particular feeling is being evoked. 

 Use of synonyms instead of a variety of feelings.  

 Discussing feelings of the characters in the text instead of discussing their feelings. 

 Some candidates wrote lengthy responses. These resulted in repeated points and over 
explanations of some points thus failing to develop their ideas and comments convincingly.  

Expectations 

 The expectation is that the feeling is stated or named. It should be accompanied by a clear 
explanation; why, how, and what evokes such a feeling. Close reference should be made to the text 
to justify or exemplify the moments or situations that are the reason for such feelings.  

 Explanations for feelings should be related to the feeling mentioned. For example, an explanation 
or reason for a feeling of excitement should prove that indeed whatever moment or situation is 
exciting. 

 Knowledge of the meanings of words denoting feelings is essential if there is going to be any 
relevance. 

 Mention specific feelings instead of generalisations. Avoid using; I feel emotional; I feel good or I 
feel bad. Candidates are expected to be specific 

Recommendations 

 Teach question analysis skills to help candidates to focus on the task or question requirements. 

 Teach candidates how to develop responses i.e. paragraph building. 

 Expose candidates to different types of questions. Help candidates by giving them different 
situations where they will identify different feelings, name them and explain clearly why they get 
such feelings. 

 Teach text analysis and how emotions are evoked as opposed to giving candidates lists of feelings 
which they will merely regurgitate and use out of context. Candidates should be able to give 
appropriate feelings and support them with relevant examples as well as explain how the selected 
example evokes the said feeling. 

 Explain to candidates the purpose of the synopsis, bullet points and glossary. 


